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Story of 

The Blast 
Si:Cfir'j',!rle 

Hy Jean Thornval 
.-t fence Franco# we 

Hanoi 

I was in the garden of 
the French mission at 
about 11:30 a.m. yester- 
day when t he roar of the 
approaching jets was 

'heard. As they flew over 
there seemed to be about 
20 aircraft. 

Then there was a great ex- 
plosion and a huge cloud of 
ochre - colored smoke burst 
from the center of the mis- 
sion complex whose build- 
ings house the residence, 
chancellery library and cin- 
ema. 

It was a dJr^Qt.JjJ^. The 
residence was almost com- 
pletely destroyed. 

At the scene J saw top 
French diplomat Pierre Sus- 
ini lying under what seemed 
tons of rubhle and concrete 
beams. Only his head, blood- 
ied from a wound, could be 
seen. 

CONSCIOUS 

But he* retained conscious- 
w ness. He spoke to people 

trying to free him asking 
after other mission employ- 
ees who had been in the 
building at the time. 

The 52 - year - old French 
delegate general was finally 
freed after frantic efforts by 
mission staff and rescue 
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workers Susini — who was 
posted io Haivh Hourly *.wo 
years ago — was taken to 
Saint Haul * Hospjta: 

Doctors described his con- 
dition as “serious/* but one 
added: “We are going to 
save him. 

The residence was r e- 
duced to rubble. Walls left 
standing leaned drunkenly 
and water poured from shat- 
tered pipes. 

CAR 

In the mission's parking 
lot I found my car de- 
stroyed The doors were 
ripped off and tire roof 
smashed in. 

There was damage else- 
where in the capital. It was 
the first time since 1966 that 
American bombers have 
struck in the center ol Ha- 
noi. 

Part of the roof was 
ripped off the Algerian Em- 
bassy building. The School 
of Music, which Is near the 
French mission, also wa^ 
hit 

As resue workers hunted 
through the mass of debris 
for the missing employees — 
a valet, carpenter and a 
switchboard operator — 1 

♦ overheard one comment: 

“This raid this morning 
proves the efficiency of the 
famous laser bombs." 

The French delegation in 
central Hanoi is a building 
complex, surrounding a 
mangrove park which in- 
cludes the residence of the 
general delegate, the chan- 
cellery office building, the li- 
brary and cinema building 
and three villas housing the 
delegation members. 

The complex, near a small 
Jake whi<*v is a favorite 
promenade for residents of 
the capita], is on one of the 
large avenues built at the 
beginning of the century by 
French colonizers to Euro- 
peanize the section facing 
the old Tonkinese city. 

Near the three one story 
villas, which since 1965 have 
housed only 12 to 15 staff 
members, there is a tennis 
court and clubhouse with a 
small bar and library which 
is open to other foreign resi- 
dents in Hanoi. 

In the mangrove paik 
half hidden by the trees and 
bamboo, is a Japanese-built 
concrete structure which is 
now a garage. 

STATUS 

The French general dele- 
gation in Hanoi is a diplo- 
matic mission at the prime 
ministerial level, meaning 

Sueini — like his prede- 
cessors — is accredited to 
the North Vietnamese pre- 
mier rather than to the head 
of state. The delegation ben- 
efits, however, from full dip- 
lomatic privilege and im- 
munity. 

It w'as set up'shortly after 
the 1954 Geneva agreement 
which ended the first Indo- 
china war. North Vietnam 
opened a trade mission in 
Paris in 1961, and four years 
later established a recipro- 
cal general delegation. 

In the years after the Ge- 
neva agreement France was 
represented in South Viet- 
nam by an ambassy. Since 
the two governments broke 
off diplomatic relations in 
1965. however, they have 

maintained representation 
at general consulate level. 
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